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Transcribed by Father and Kate from PORTRAIT OF A FAMILY

Addressed to

Mr. Julius Mott
of the firm of
Mott Mott & Co.
No. 92 Pall Mall
London

Mary and Matilda Mott to Julius:
New York, April 28, 1822
Dear Uncle,

The letter you was good enough to write in answer to Mr. Holden’s in
our behalf, was handed to me by Mr. Holden’s request or I should not
now have the pleasure of addressing one so nearly related. I think Sir
from your grateful expressions to Mr. H. for his kind protection of us
you are under the impression he brought us all up, that is not the case my
sister and self have always lived with our Grandmother Smith and Aunt

61

Susan, except a few years Matilda lived with Mr. Read’s family and left
them at the death of Mrs. R. which took place in 18..(?) in the absence
of her husband. The best possible care has been taken of us, educated as
far as their confined circumstances would admit and we have reason to
be good and grateful to them for their parent-like conduct to us, as
Father intended placing us in the Almhouse before he left the City to
which he never returned. A. [aunt] persuaded Father to leave us with
Grandmother and her to which he consented. We were too young to feel
much on the occasion except the pleasure of being left with our dear
Grandmother and Aunt who have always proved kind to us.

Perhaps you wish to know how we obtain a living. We sew in Zentle- /G
mens families by the day and occasionally taking it in the house as we
continue with Grandmother but we cannot expect she will be spared to us |
much longer as she is very aged indeed. Aunt is married and has been for
some years to Mr. James D. Stout an engraver, a man of excellent
character, and they are comfortably settled with a large family of
children. Therefore we do not expect her assistance further than a watch-
ful eye over us which is very necessary in our Fatherless situation. I have
often heard U. Stout say he would like to go to London and establish
a correspondence so that he could send out for copper and other articles
in his line, but Aunt will not hear of it. Robert wrote to Uncle Samuel
Mott 2 months since and directed to Liverpool. I have heard that my
Father failed in business before he left us and all his furniture fell in the
hands of Mr. Holden though he was not a creditor but how it was I
would not learn and all I have of my Father or his family is the profile on
glass of Grandmother Mott. Mr. H. has been very good indeed to Robert
who is 16 years old and feels the want of a trade very much indeed as he
does not like the profession of Law to which he has been 2 years with Mr.
A.H’s nephew Mr. Horace Holden.

I believe [ have nothing more to say at present but to beg you to excuse
this composition as I am not used to letter writing and have not time to
practice. If I have more relations please to give my love to them and
I should be happy to hear from them. Any communication that you may
please to direct to Mr. James D. Stout corner of Broadway and Maiden-
lane will be sure to find us.

With great respect we remain your affectionate Nieces

Mary and Matilda Mott

or Me e Jamitou De.e Scouc
102 Liberty Street

19167






